
Q1. Feedstock 
Selection for RFS 

Compliance

 
N2 Is the 

woody biomass 
from government or 

Tribal land?

N1 Is the 
woody biomass from 

federal land?

N5                
Is the woody 

biomass from Tribal 
land?

CN1. Wood from federal (and 
non-federal) lands is allowable under 

the ?areas at risk of wildfire? 
renewable biomass category; 

however, this wood cannot practically 
be used at this time.  There is 

currently no U.S. EPA-approved 
pathway for use of this wood.

No

Yes

No

N3             
Is the woody 

biomass from natural 
forestland?

N4                                  
Is the woody 

biomass from a tree 
plantation 

forest?

N8                              
Is the land 

documented to have been 
cleared prior to Dec 

19, 2007

CN5. Woody biomass from tribal 
lands may be considered RFS 

compliant if it satisfies all other criteria 
for the given renewable biomass 
category (e.g., plantation, slash, 
pre-commercial thinnings, or 

biomass in areas at risk of wildfire).

Yes

N10                                     
Is the woody 
biomass from 
State/County/        
Local Gov't 

land?

CN10. RFS does not make 
distinctions between state, 
county, or local government 
lands and generally allows 
wood from these lands if it 
satisfies all other criteria for 

the given renewable 
biomass category (e.g., 

plantation, slash, 
pre-commercial 

thinnings, or biomass in 
areas of risk of wildfire).  

Yes

N7      
Is the timber 

stand ecologically 
sensitive?

Yes

No

CN7.This woody 
biomass cannot be 

used as RFS 
compliant 
feedstock.

Yes

N12                                 
is the woody 
biomass from 

pre-commercial thinning 
operations?

N14            
Is the woody 

biomass classified 
as slash?

No

N16  Does 
the slash pile only 

contain tree 
parts?

Yes

CN14.This woody 
biomass cannot be 

used as RFS 
compliant 
feedstock.

No

CN16.This woody 
biomass cannot be 

used as RFS 
compliant 
feedstock

No

Yes

CN16A.This woody 
biomass (slash) 

may be considered 
RFS compliant 

feedstock.

CN12. This woody 
biomass may be 
considered RFS 

compliant 
feedstock.

Yes

No

N15                               
Does the 

biomass meet all RFS 
plantation qualification 

requirements?

N6 Did                          
the woody 

biomass accumulate 
from storm or fire 

damage?

CN11A.This woody 
biomass (slash) may 
be considered RFS 

compliant feedstock but 
cannot be practically 
used until the EPA 

completes their review 

No

No

N11            
Is the woody 

biomass classified 
as slash?

Yes

No

Yes

No

N13     
Is the                             

land documented to 
have been actively managed 

forest on Dec 19,                 
2007

Yes

Yes

CN13.This woody 
biomass cannot be 

used as RFS 
compliant 
feedstock.

No

N20 does each 
batch contain only RFS 

compliant materials 

CN20A. This woody 
biomass (tree residue) may 

be considered RFS 
compliant feedstock.

Yes

CN20.This woody 
biomass (tree 

residue) cannot be 
used as RFS 

compliant 
feedstock.

NoYes

Key
Q = Starting Question                                 

N# = Node N
CN# = Comment on Node                     

Words in Bold print are defined on Page 2

CN11.This woody 
biomass cannot be 

used as RFS 
compliant 
feedstock.

CN6. If sourced 
from an area at 

risk of wildfire see 
CN1. 

Option

Yes

Start Here

RFS Woody Biomass Compliant Feedstock Flowchart

This document is for general guidance only and is not exhaustive or comprehensive. Those planning on using forestry feedstocks for fuel production under the Renewable Fuel Standard are encouraged in the early stages of project development to work directly with the U.S. 
EPA and third-party compliance auditors to assess qualification and required documentation of their specific intended feedstock. Neither Strategic Biofuels nor the U.S. Forest Service is responsible for decisions made by any organization based on the information presented 
in this document, which represents a perspective as of December 1, 2023.    Note: Biomass from areas at risk of wildfire could become more readily eligible in the future if there is legislative action and/or U.S. EPA issues a rulemaking to clarify and/or expand the acceptability 

of this renewable biomass category. 

Disclaimer

Yes

CN8.This woody 
biomass cannot be 

used as RFS 
compliant 
feedstock.

No

N19                                  
Is the biomass 

from a forest products 
manufacturing 

facility?  

No

CN15.This woody 
biomass cannot be 

used as RFS 
compliant 
feedstock.

No

N17                              
Is the woody 

biomass from a 
pre-commercial 

thinning?

N18                                  
Is the woody 

biomass whole trees (final 
harvest) or a slash pile 

containing whole 
trees?

No

Yes

CN19. This (final 
harvest) woody 
biomass (slash) 

may be considered 
RFS compliant 

feedstock.

CN18.This woody 
biomass cannot be 

used as RFS 
compliant 
feedstock.

Yes

CN17.                            
This woody biomass 

(pre-commercial 
thinnings) may be 

considered RFS 
compliant feedstock.

Yes

No

http://CN61.Fire
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